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Antiquaries in January, 1777, consists of a letter from
the Abbe Barthelemy, in a reply to a note from Mr.
Charles Combe, F.R.S., F.S.A., asking what really were
the letters represented on the ark ? To this the Abbe
replied, that after considering all the monuments, it seemed
probable to him that the word in question began with NO,
and that perhaps it contained only these two letters.
" What they mean, or whether they have been added by
the tool of a falsifier I don't know; and it is but one of
the innumerable particulars relating to medals on which I
must acknowledge my ignorance. This, however, I will
venture to affirm, that nothing at present appears to
authorise us to read NOE, KEO, KEQK." Respecting the
erroneous reading NHTON we have already said a few
words.

After considering these arguments, Eckhel is of opinion
that the type certainly alludes to the deluge of TSToah,
and that the figures outside represent Noah and his wife
holding up their hands in thanksgiving for their safety ,-
and he is more especially induced to believe this from the
fact of the letters NO being on the coin. "With this he
compares the coins of Magnesia in Ionia,122 on which may
be read the legend MArNHTON APPO, the type being the
vessel Argo with rowers, so that there may be no doubt
that it is the vessel Argo which is intended to be repre-
sented, and hence he argues that the legend NOE is placed
on the coins of the Apameans, so that there might be no
confusion with the flood of Deucalion.

But the type of the coins of Apameia may deserve a
few additional words of explanation; and the best that

122 Hardouin thought that these coins were struck at Magnesia
in Thessaly, but Vaillant and Eckhel (Doct, Mem. Vet. vol. ii.